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Wayne Brady Joins the Grand Rapids Symphony 
for Celebration of Soul: Symphony with Soul 

 

 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI, DECEMBER 6, 2022  - The Grand Rapids Symphony is excited to announce 

Wayne Brady as this year’s special guest for the 21st annual Symphony with Soul concert at 

8PM on Saturday, February 11, 2023 at DeVos Performance Hall.  

 

For three decades, Wayne Brady has been a household name, with five Emmy Awards and a 

Grammy Award nomination, he made his Broadway debut in 2004 in a production of Chicago 

and has since remained active in live theater and television shows too long to list, including:  

Drop the Mic; the Masked Singer; and Dancing with the Stars.   

 

Symphony with Soul opens with the Grand Rapids Symphony Community Chorus led by Duane 

Shields Davis, performing the anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” First performed in 1900 by a 

group of 500 school children for President Lincoln’s birthday celebration, the cherished song of 

the Civil Rights Movement is the traditional opener for this community celebration.  

 

Also performing alongside Mr. Brady for one of the evening’s selections will be the Grand 

Rapids Symphony Mosaic Scholars. The Mosaic Scholarship program is for students of color in 

Kent County who are eager to further their study of an instrument as well as develop their 

musicianship through performance opportunities and creative exploration. Learn more about 

the Mosaic Scholarship Program here.  

 

The Symphony with Soul concert is preceded by the Celebration of Soul gala, an event which 

continues a long tradition of recognizing remarkable leadership across our community. 
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Each year three benevolent leaders and/or organizations who have proven to go above and 

beyond to support our BIPOC community are honored with the Dr. MaLinda P. Sapp Legacy 

Award. The gala includes a multi-media presentation of the Sapp awards by the Celebration of 

Soul Committee, as well as drinks, a dinner buffet, and a performance by the Grand Rapids 

Symphony Mosaic Scholars. This year’s award recipients are: 

 

Dr. Cathy Large, Longtime Educator, Fulbright Scholar, and creator of New Hope History 
Museum. Widely recognized for accomplishments in education, faith, and activism. 

 
Dr. Randal Maurice Jelks, Professor of African American Studies at the University of Kansas, 
and Award-winning author of African Americans in the Furniture City and Elijah Mays, 
Schoolmaster of the Movement. 

 
The Grand Rapids Community Foundation, West Michigan’s oldest (1922) community 
foundation providing over $18 Million in impactful annual support to meet the greatest 
needs of our community with an emphasis on inclusion, equity, and justice through 
programs like Challenge Scholars and the Black Legacy Fund.  

 

 

TICKETS: 
Celebration of Soul sponsorship packages are now available to those who want to attend the 

gala and receive VIP seating at the Symphony with Soul concert by visiting 

www.GRSymphony.org/cos  or by emailing Development@GRSymphony.org. 

Concert-only Tickets ranging from $25-$115, will be available to the general public beginning 

on Friday, December 9, and may be purchased online at GRSymphony.org, in person at the 

Grand Rapids Symphony box office, weekdays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., or by calling (616) 454-9451 x 4. 

Note that phone orders will be charged a $3 per ticket service fee, with a $12 maximum.  

 

SPONSORS: Celebration of Soul: Symphony with Soul 2023 sponsors include: 

Bank of America, Meijer, Corewell Health, Steelcase, Kate Pew Wolters, Drs. David & Peggy 

Thompson and Ferris State University. 

 

The Mosaic Scholarship Program is sponsored by Bank of America Charitable Foundation, 
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation, Ferris State University, Steelcase, Drs. David & Peggy 
Thompson, Karl and Jean VanderLaan Fund for Music Education and Meyer Music. 
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A special thanks to the Celebration of Soul: Symphony with Soul planning committee for their 

leadership and dedication in selecting the award recipients. Members of the committee include 

George and Deborah Bayard, Duane and Kaye Davis, JR and Evette Pittman, James and Charsie 

Sawyer, and Skot and Barbara Welch.  

- 

 

 

About the Grand Rapids Symphony 
Organized in 1930, the Grand Rapids Symphony is nationally recognized for the quality of its concerts, 

the breadth of its educational programs, and the innovation of its initiatives to support diversity, equity 

and inclusion as well as to serve the wider community in non-traditional settings. Led by Music Director 

Marcelo Lehninger, Principal Pops Conductor Bob Bernhardt, and Assistant Conductor Duo Shen, West 

Michigan’s largest performing arts organization is affiliated with the Grand Rapids Symphony Chorus, 

the Grand Rapids Youth Symphony, and the biennial Grand Rapids Bach Festival. GRS collaborates 

annually with Opera Grand Rapids and Grand Rapids Ballet and biennially with the Gilmore Keyboard 

Festival in Kalamazoo. 
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