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GRAND RAPIDS SYMPHONY ANNOUNCES  
2023-24 CONCERT SEASON 

 

 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI, February 8, 2023–The Grand Rapids Symphony has planned a dynamic 

season of concerts for 2023-2024–with a few new twists! 

 

Our enduring classical concert series will continue to offer 10 concert weekends, but has been 

renamed the Richard and Helen DeVos MASTERWORKS to more concisely reflect the 

programming. The series will also feature a change to an earlier start time of 7:00PM.  

 

The Fox Motors Pops Series has been updated to offer more choices for patrons. Traditionally 

offering a package of six concerts, now pops subscribers will receive four core concerts plus 

their choice of two additional concerts from the list of popular Symphony Specials! Also, back 

by request, the four core pops concerts will now include the option of an evening or matinee 

performance. Click here to learn about the full line up of Masterworks and Pops concerts. 

 

“When planning this season, I had one word in mind: diversity,” said Music Director, Marcelo 

Lehninger. “Not only ethnicity and gender, but also musical diversity.  I am so pleased to 

announce such an exciting season, with a fantastic line up of guest artists, pieces by new 

composers, as well as some of the most beloved masterworks.  Each program will be a 

celebration of life itself, uplifting our spirits through the power of great music!“  

 

The 2023-24 Richard and Helen DeVos MASTERWORKS will include familiar classics such as 

Copland’s Appalachian Spring, Beethoven’s Eroica Symphony, and Handel’s Messiah.  

 

 – more –  
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Patrons will enjoy the long-awaited world premiere of Danny Leo’s Rainbow Planet along with 

works by living composers Courtney Bryan, Errollyn Wallen, and Dan Forrest. Forrest’s Requiem 

for the Living will be performed with the Grand Rapids Symphony Chorus and conducted by 

Chorus Director, Pearl Shangkuan, who will be celebrating her twentieth anniversary season 

with the Symphony. 
 

We have invited several exceptional guest artists, sponsored by the Edith I. Blodgett Guest 

Artist Fund, including pianists Daniil Trifonov and Martina Filjak, cellist Sterling Elliot, and 

violinists Amaryn Olmeda and Vadim Gluzman. We are also honored to feature the talent of our 

own Grand Rapids Symphony Principal Horn Richard Britsch. In addition to our esteemed Music 

Director, Marcelo Lehninger, three outstanding conductors will take the podium to lead the 

orchestra this season— Nicholas McGegan, Thomas Wilkins, and Ruth Reinhardt. 

This season’s Fox Motors POPS SERIES offers a lively and enjoyable variety of concerts! We kick 

off the holidays with a fun for all-ages performance of the movie Elf™ in Concert, and of course 

our pops fans can plan on the cherished holiday tradition of the University of Michigan Health-

West Holiday Pops. The series wraps with a concert that Star Wars fans won’t want to miss, 

featuring iconic music from all nine films! Click here to read more about the full line up of Fox 

Motors POPS SERIES concerts.  

Movies, and more movies! There will be seven SYMPHONY SPECIALS for 2023-2024, and three 

of those are blockbuster films! With the likes of Coco™, The Godfather™, presented in 

collaboration with the University Musical Society (UMS), and Black Panther™ there will be at 

least one concert that appeals to every movie buff. Also a new exciting partnership with The 

Gilmore brings superstar pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet to Grand Rapids. Read more about the 

lineup of SYMPHONY SPECIALS here. 

“One of the many joys of serving as Interim President and CEO of our Grand Rapids Symphony 

has been to get an insider view of our team of dedicated and talented staff, musicians and 

conductors working together to create wonderful music for our community,” said Chuck Frayer. 

“The 2023-24 season promises to be one of our best, with innovative programming, 

enhancements to the audience experience and a diversity of programming and artists to appeal 

to the entire community.” 

 – more – 

 

https://www.grsymphony.org/chorus
https://www.grsymphony.org/conductors#T%20Pearl
https://daniiltrifonov.com/
https://www.martinafiljak.com/
https://sterlingelliott.com/
https://www.amarynolmeda.com/
http://vadimgluzman.com/
https://www.grsymphony.org/meet-the-musicians#project=2139
https://www.grsymphony.org/conductors#Marcelo
https://www.nicholasmcgegan.com/
http://www.kaylormanagement.com/thomas-wilkins.html
https://ruth-reinhardt.com/
https://www.grsymphony.org/2023-2024
https://www.thegilmore.org/
https://www.thegilmore.org/
https://www.jeanyvesthibaudet.com/
https://www.grsymphony.org/2023-2024
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Tickets 

  
Season ticket sales will open to renewing Grand Rapids Symphony subscribers on Tuesday, 

February 14, who will also have access at that time to buy tickets for Symphony Specials. New 

season ticket subscriptions go on sale March 14. Individual concert tickets go on sale to the 

public on August 1.  

 

Subscribers who renew by March 28 will avoid additional handling fees. To renew a 

subscription or purchase tickets, visit our website, www.grsymphony.org, or call/visit our ticket 

office at 616.454.9451 x 4, weekdays 10am-5pm, 300 Ottawa NW, Suite 100 Grand Rapids, MI 

49503. 

 

About the Grand Rapids Symphony 

Organized in 1930, the Grand Rapids Symphony is nationally recognized for the quality of its concerts, 

the breadth of its educational programs, and the innovation of its initiatives to support diversity, equity 

and inclusion as well as to serve the wider community in non-traditional settings. Led by Music Director 

Marcelo Lehninger, Principal Pops Conductor Bob Bernhardt, and Assistant Conductor Duo Shen, West 

Michigan’s largest performing arts organization is affiliated with the Grand Rapids Symphony Chorus, 

the Grand Rapids Youth Symphony, and the Grand Rapids Bach Festival. GRS collaborates annually with 

Opera Grand Rapids and Grand Rapids Ballet and biennially with the Gilmore Piano Festival in 

Kalamazoo. 
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