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Grand Rapids Symphony Summer 2023 
 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI, March 7, 2023 – What do The Goonies and Rick Steves have in common? 

Both are part of a sizzling summer of music with the Grand Rapids Symphony! 

 

July will be packed with concert opportunities as the orchestra performs outdoors, indoors, 

downtown and out of town! We’ll offer a concert on the West Side, head east to Hastings and 

north to Montague. We will even take a virtual tour of Europe with a professional travel guide–

Rick Steves! 

 

The Goonies in Concert 
Wednesday, July 26, 7:00pm, DeVos Performance Hall 

Watch this 1985 cult classic film on the big screen while the orchestra plays the score live– 

including music by Cyndi Lauper, REO Speedwagon, The Bangles, and more.  

 
 

Rick Steves’ Europe: A Symphonic Journey 

Thursday, July 27 at 7:00pm and Friday, July 28 at 2:00pm, DeVos Performance Hall 

Join travel writer and television host Rick Steves on a historical and musical tour of Europe. 

Breathtaking photos and video of Italy, England, Austria, and Norway from Steves’ personal 

collection will be projected on the big screen. Imagery will be paired with classical music 

selections by Wagner, Smetana, Verdi, Elgar, Grieg, Saint-Saëns, and Beethoven, as he shares 

some of the most iconic sights and sounds in Europe.  

 

-more- 
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Contact: Holly Okonoski (616) 881-2560 
Director of Communications 

 

https://www.ricksteves.com/
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FREE Neighborhood Concert – 2023-2024 Season Preview 
Saturday, July 15 at 6:30pm, 650 Valley Ave NW, Grand Rapids 49504 

 

Duo Shen and the orchestra will offer a free preview of our 2023-2024 concert lineup when we 

head to out to the West Side to perform at Sullivan Field! If you haven’t been to this 

neighborhood gem, the ballpark offers a perfect summer setting for an evening of music. 

Patrons are welcome to bring a picnic or purchase food and drinks onsite to complete the 

experience. 

 

There will also be several pre-concert musical activities, including an instrument discovery–

where children can hold and try out different instruments in the orchestra, and a music-related 

craft. This concert is FREE to attend due to the generosity of Meijer and the Wege Foundation. 

Visit the Neighborhood Community Concerts webpage for more information, 

https://www.grsymphony.org/community 

 

FREE Hastings Concert at the Thornapple Plaza 

July 21 at 7:30pm, 301 E State St, Hastings, MI 49058 

Join us for a free concert of patriotic classics. 

 

Grand Rapids Symphony at Frederik Meijer Gardens 
The Grand Rapids Symphony is pleased to continue a partnership with the Fifth Third Bank 

Summer Concerts at Meijer Gardens, and will collaborate on two concerts this summer held in 

the beautiful Frederik Meijer Gardens Amphitheater. More information will be announced by 

Meijer Gardens in April. 

 

We are also pleased to be returning to Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp this summer for two 

performances funded by the Edith Blodgett Fund of the Brookby Foundation. The first concert 

on July 8, is a benefit for Blue Lake Public Radio, and includes Noah Mallett performing the 

Sejourne Marimba Concerto. The second performance on July 22, is a special concert for the 

Blue Lake campers and will be held in the Stewart Shell. Both performances will be conducted 

by Duo Shen.  

 

For ticket information and more details on our summer concerts please visit our website. 
 

-more- 

https://www.grsymphony.org/2023-2024
https://www.grsymphony.org/community
https://www.meijergardens.org/calendar/concerts
https://www.meijergardens.org/calendar/concerts
https://bluelake.org/
https://bluelake.org/radio/
https://www.grsymphony.org/summer
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About the Grand Rapids Symphony 
Organized in 1930, the Grand Rapids Symphony is nationally recognized for the quality of its concerts, 

the breadth of its educational programs, and the innovation of its initiatives to support diversity, equity 

and inclusion as well as to serve the wider community in non-traditional settings. Led by Music Director 

Marcelo Lehninger, Principal Pops Conductor Bob Bernhardt, and Assistant Conductor Duo Shen, West 

Michigan’s largest performing arts organization is affiliated with the Grand Rapids Symphony Chorus, 

the Grand Rapids Youth Symphony, and the Grand Rapids Bach Festival. GRS collaborates annually with 

Opera Grand Rapids and Grand Rapids Ballet and biennially with the Gilmore Piano Festival in 

Kalamazoo. 
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http://www.grsymphony.org/
https://www.grsymphony.org/conductors#Marcelo
https://www.grsymphony.org/conductors#T%20Bob
https://www.grsymphony.org/conductors#T%20Duo
https://www.grsymphony.org/chorus
https://grys.org/
http://www.grsymphony.org/grand-rapids-bach-festival
http://www.operagr.org/
http://www.grballet.com/
https://www.thegilmore.org/

